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Edito  
The competition grows like a beautiful flower  
 

We are already in 2010, year of revelations! Less than 5 months 
before the awards ceremony. We invite and remind you already to 
submit your ideas and projects before the 18 April 2010. For 
reminder, you have to submit two small texts to present your idea 
and upload an illustrated presentation of your project (sketches, 
pictures, drawings, drafts,é) in pdf. This pdf must not bear any sign 
or information on your identity (Name é). 
 
Contact offices are here to help you, do not hesitate to contact them.  
 
Contestants which projects have been selected for phase 2 will have 
one more month to develop their idea, maybe realize a model and 
rework their project to win the prizes and/or be published thanks to a 
publication and the exhibition of the competition. Final contestants 
will invited to the award ceremony that will take place in a prestigious 
place in Picardy. The organization will take in charge in part or in 
whole the travelling cost to Picardy of the project representative.  
 
So, donôt wait for the last minute, we do everything to make of this 
event ADREAM competition!  
 

Visited  for you  
IMM Cologne  
 

The focus of the innovations at the Cologne furniture fair this year lied 
on sustainability and quality. Wood is increasingly used by many 
manufacturers for their furniture. But also bamboo can be found more 
often in the products of different manufacturers. 
 
The "young talents" hall offered with the booths and projects of the 
design schools and young designers, a wide range of designs and 
interiors.  
 

 
 
FH-Trier was represented with a computer generated booth of stacked 
pizza boxes. The originated space bulges discreet into the exhibition 
hall and shields the inside almost hermetically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The literally refreshing 
idea of a floor made of 
screw caps from soft 
drink bottles contrasted 
the elegant furniture 
designs from FHT-
Stuttgart. - A vanguard 
but working recycling 
idea. 
 
 In the visionary designs 
of the "young talents" can 
be found a few eye-
catchers. The intelligent 

combination of materials, innovative shapes and smart features 
highlighted the ambitions of the young designers work. 
 

 
  
Reinhard Dienes, a graduate of HfG Offenbach, presented a furniture, 
which can be used either as a sideboard or shelf. This can easily be 
done by changing the position of the legs.  
 

 
On the same booth 
Kai Linke exhibited a 
wooden furniture using 
an inventive  
technology.  
 
The surface of the 
object is partially 
masked with foil and 
then sandblasted. The 
masked areas remain 
visibly higher level, 
while in the other area 

the wood structure appears broader through its different strength in the 
material. 
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An outstanding project from the [D ³] CONTEST was delivered by Elisa 
Strozyk. She combines small geometric pieces of wood with a textile to 
a carpet that still remains flexible. Thus this material can be used for 
other purposes in interior design as well. Objects coated by this 
wooden textile creating an almost surreal play of light and shadow on 
the surface. 
 

 
 
 Related to this idea studio Rita Baek presented a lampshade made of 
veneer and canvas. The light shining through this material is creating a 
warm and comfortable atmosphere. Through various folds different 
lighting situations can be created. 
 

 
 
The Growing Table by Olaf Schroeder accompanies children in their 
growth. Extendable legs are integrated with a simple screw 
construction. The durable materials make it last for a long time.

At  Maison et Objet, Paris, Now Design à vivre 
celebrated its 10 years  
 

In this decade, it 
reached a first choice 
international reputation. 
For its 10 years, 10 
young designers under 
the leadership of 
Philippe Starck were 
highlighted.  
 
Our attention has 
focused on agro-
materials of course. A 
whole part of the hall 

was highlighting architecture students working cardboard. The 
European Confederation of Linen CELC along with Masters of Linen 
brought us a matrix, made of flax fiber, presenting the different 
applications of the plant, from textiles to technical materials. Created 
by F. Azambourg, 
designer of the year 
2009 in France, you 
could discover also 
a very soft carpet,  
a table, chair, 
composite material, 
tennis racket, a 
shoe, etc. made with 
natural fiber.  

  
 

www.linenandhempcommunity.eu 
 
 

If only a few products 
presented on the fair were 
really eco-designed, we 
discovered a lot of innovating 
ideas. We noticed Americans, 
Egyptians, New-Zealanders 
and even Japanese with their 
collection of bags made in thin 
molded veneer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture: www.monacca.net 
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Back to  the future  
1941:  first agro -plastic car  
 

Henri Ford, since 1910 to find solutions to economical problems of that 
time and be less dependent on steel had the idea to work with farmers 
to produce new materials and parts for his cars.  
 

 
 
So he developed and used oils and agro-based fuels starting in 1910. 
He made parts of wheat gluten before focusing on soya in the 20ôs. 
One of the major innovation he presented himself during the last 
automobile faire in which he took part personally was the car, whose 
parts like bodywork, bumpers, door elements, glove-box, gearbox 
knob, horn button, accelerator pedal, distribution head, interior decors, 
wheels, dashboard were made of agro-based bioplastics.  

 
In 1941, the natural fiber 
car had the big advantage 
to be very light and to 
resist shocks and hits (you 
can see on the picture 
Henry Ford himself using 
an axe to show the 
resistance of the agro-
plastic composite made 
trunk). The weight of a car 
was then reduced from 3 
tons to only 1, so an 
economy of 2/3. But 

unfortunately the war had an impact on the destiny of this innovative 
vehicle. Ford had to produce for the war and this interesting prototype 
was put aside. A little bit later, petrol and petrochemicals developed 
strongly with a low production cost. This prototype of car in agro-
plastics was destroyed, only remains today pictures and license 
archivesé  
 
Who has the innovative vision of Henry Ford nowadays? What are 
waiting car manufacturers to study and rediscover nature? 
 
 

 

Technique  
Thermally modified wood  
 

 

 
© Photo ADREAM 
 
This new technique, developed in France and Finland, consist in 
applying a moderate heat treatment (200° in steps) to native 
European wood, unsustainable, thanks to a special oven, in the 
objective is to make wood rot-proof and to keep its shape.  
 
This gives exceptional resilience to weather, mildew and insects. 
The wood gets a better thermal insulation, high dimensional stability, 
it is lighter, has a hard surface and becomes very environmentally 
friendly because it contains no chemical treatment. Using local 
wood, transport is also reduced.  
 
Treatment is at heart so if you want to make a cut, the wood keeps 
its quality and color.  
 
The following woods can be treated with this process:  
- Oak, Beech, Ash, Birch, Maple, Aspen, Poplar, Walnut, Alder for 
durability  
- Chestnut to acquire a dark color and cancel tannins. 
- All conifers: Pine, Spruce, Douglas é  
 
The small inconveniences? Additional costs due to moderate heating 
process. The heat-treated wood appears to be a little less 
machinable and a little more brittle, less mechanically resistant. The 
process is not yet widespread and known.  
   
Letôs hope that promoters of this technology will meet a clear interest 
from prescribers, developers and contractors.  
 
We know the thermally modified wood in the following vocabulary: 
heat-treated wood, heat-modified wood, treated at high temperature, 
resistant, reti-wood, thermo-heated, thermo-wood.  
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Highlighted material  
Natural fiber material for injection molding  
 

© Picture TITK        
 
The granules are made of 
natural fibers and 
thermoplastic material (PE,PP, 
PVC) and can be used in 
common injection molding 
presses; the amount of natural 
fibers in the material can be up 
to 75%; high durability 
breaking elongation; visible 
fibers on the surface; 

paintable. The fibers cannot be separated from the compound but it 
is recyclable as the same material. 
 
It can be molded by injection or extrusion with simple or double 
screw. We can layer it to other materials like textile. 
 
www.titk.de 
 
Numerous Eco and Agro -materials files are available on 
ADREAM  website, in the resources ca tegory  
www.adream -thueringen.picardie.fr   
Among them , the 4 last files of the month :  

- Thermally modified wood  
- Natural fiber material for inj ection molding  
- Fiber sandwich material  
- Pressed natural fibers  

 
Inspiration  
Eco -design:  it is strategic !  
 
Do not hesitate to develop new ideas and new products, new 
buildings using less energy, waste, pollutant, transport, for the 
design, production, use, the afterlife in respect of our environment. It 
is a question of responsibility and vision. To design today is, with a 
global vision, to find coherent and responsible solution(s) to 
significant(s) problem(s) in order to improve the lives of all.  
 
The life cycle analysis of products, eco-design are evaluation tools, 
decision making tools and also competitiveness tools. To position 
yourself today and  work with new materials, environmentally 
friendly, using less energy is to place yourself in new niches of 
competitiveness that create added-value, jobs, skills and 
visibility. That too is ADREAM, the dream of a world that respects 
nature and our nature of human beings.   
 
We will be soon about 10 billion people on earth and we have only 
one spaceship, alive, able to feed us all and to make us live: our 
planet.  
 
Life is shared globally and we all have an impact and a role to play. 
Solutions exist, reveal them!  
A brochure in English has been published by EU Commission on 
benefits of eco-design :  

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sustainable -
business/sustainable -product -
policy/ecodesign/files/brochure_e codesign_en.pdf   

Agenda  
 

3- 09.-12.02: Interclima 2010, Eco-efficiency of building fair / 
Paris Porte de Versailles / www.interclimaelec.com 

09.02: Architecture + Energy Efficiency Meetings / Interclima 
2010 / Paris porte de Versailles / EN+FR / programme 

09.-13.02: Stockholm Furniture Fair und Northern Light Fair 
2010 / Stockholm /www.stockholmfurniturefair.com / 
www.northernlightfair.com 

12.-16.02: Ambiente 2010 / Frankfurt / 
ambiente.messefrankfurt.com 

23.-24.02: 3. Green Building Summit 2010 / Frankfurt am Main / 
www.iir.de 

25.-27.02: CEP® CLEAN ENERGY & PASSIVEHOUSE 2010 / 
Landesmesse Stuttgart / www.cep-expo.de 

02.-04.03: Ecobuild / Earls Court London / www.ecobuild.co.uk 
03.-05.03: World Sustainable Energy Days 2010 / Messe / 

Tagung / Stadthalle Wels /www.wsed.at 
26.-29.03: Bois et Habitat Exhibition/ Namur (Belgium) / 

www.bois-habitat.be  
 
April 2010. EU : next call on sur eco-innovation (framework of 

european competitvity and innovation program ï CIP 2007-
2013)  

   http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/index_en.htm 
 
18 April: ADREAM / Phase 1/ submission deadline for projects 

http://www.adream-thueringen.picardie.fr/
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sustainable-business/sustainable-product-policy/ecodesign/files/brochure_ecodesign_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sustainable-business/sustainable-product-policy/ecodesign/files/brochure_ecodesign_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sustainable-business/sustainable-product-policy/ecodesign/files/brochure_ecodesign_en.pdf

